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The two principal vernacular languages are Cingalese and
Tamil; English is the principal commercial and official language.
Education is free in the vernacular schools, but fees are charged
in English schools. Vernacular schools are classed as Govern-
ment, Government aided, and Unaided. In all there are over
4,500 schools attended by about 330,000 boys and 200,000
girls. There are also technical and industrial schools, and a
University College was opened in 1921.
The Sinhalese have a characteristic native dress. Both
sexes wear a cylindrical skirt, like the Burmese lungyi (see
Burma). The women wear a tight cotton bodice and a loose
jacket of some thin and light material. The better class Sinhalese
men wear a white jacket, cut on European lines, with a high
collar. The older generation of Sinhalese men wear the hair
long and knotted at the back, whilst the crown of the head is
surrounded by a curious comb, consisting of a piece of tortoise-
shell bent to form three-quarters of a circle, a remnant of the
days when Dutch settlers demanded tidy hair among their
servants. It has very short teeth and the ends are finished
off into points. It is placed on the head as a crown would be
with the points forward. The present generation favours short
hair, and the use of the comb; is becoming less general. The
Tamils in Ceylon retain their naiive dress.
Government. The first Europeans to settle in Ceylon were
the Portuguese in 1505, who formed settlements along the south
and west coasts. About the middle of the next century the
settlements were wrested from them by the Dutch. The old
Dutch forts are still to be seen in Galle and other places, and,
though the fort itself has disappeared, the heart of Colombo
retains the name and is still known as The Fort. Many of the i
older European bungalows in Ceylon show the type of con-
struction which is still prevalent in the Dutch East Indies. In !
1796, the foreign settlements of Ceylon were annexed by the
British Government to the Presidency of Madras, but in 1802
Ceylon was separated from India to form a separate Crown
Colony. In 1815 the interior districts of the island were annexed
as a result of a rebellion by the King of Kandy. Ceylon is
entirely separated from India in all matters of Government.
The constitution has been modified several times since it was
drawn up in 1833, and since 1931 the administration of the
colony has been as follows. At the head of the administration
is the Governor, appointed by the British Colonial Office. He
is aided by ten ministers, seven elected and three official, and
by a State Council of sixty members. Of the sixty members,
three are officials, eight are nominated by the Governor tov